
POWERFUL SERMON. DOES THIS MEAN YOU?Solium: On Earth Will
whom they had sent for help, should
with his army come down for the relief,
and from every roof and tower the in-

habitants of Vienna watched and
waited .and hoped until, on the

j mathematicians. And others making
' wheels and strange contrivances, and
i you know they are going to be niaehin--

ists. And others are found experiment-- :
ing with hoe and plow and sickle, and

! you know they will be farmers. And

juries. But after awhile I felt a call
to the Gospel ministry and entered it,
and I felt some satisfaction in the work.

But one summer, when I was resting
at Sharon Springs, and while seated in
the park of that village, I said to my
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What Were Yon !Uai For? An Impor-
tant Oneslion .Vskeil ami An l.veretl.
"To This Was I Horn" John xviii,
3 7. I he Ti'M.

lSl'.ooKLYX, Oct. 4. A most i:i:pres-Fiv- c

sfine is tliat witncsscl in the
Hronkhii Ttihernar-Ic- , when atThe open-- ;

fii.i; .f the iiiornino service seven tliou-- I

Pand I'Tsons on the main I!:or, in the
t vi ;iller;es;i!id t ! m ;id joinirii,' rooms rise
and siiit!:; I);i'oj:y. This in: rni:

j in ad lition t the cinii'ep-j.ti,,;).!- ! sin-- i

inj:. Professor Henry Cyre Hrowiic rcn-- i

dered ;';:!! t he (irm. "Tliemeand Va
j riutioiis in A." by Kramer. Dr. Tal- -

m;te's text was taken from .John xviii.
37. "To tliis end was I horn.'

i A:rer Pilate had snieided. tradition
j savs thai ids bodv was thrown into the

Tiber, and sip-- storms ensued on an !

about that river that his body was
taken out and thrown into the Rhone,
and similar disturbances swept t h.at

river and its banks. llien tne Uoiiy
was taken out and removed to Lau-
sanne, and put in a deeper pool, which
immediately became the center of sim-

ilar atmospheric and aqueous disturb-
ances. Though these are fanciful and
false traditions, thev show the execra
tion with which the world looked upon
Pilate. It was before this man, when
he was in full life and power, that
Christ was arraigned as in a court of
oyer and terminer. Pilate said to his
prisoner, "Art thou a king, then?" and
Jesus answered. "To this end was i
born." Sure enough, although all
earth and hell arose to keep him down.
He is today empalaced, enthroned and
coronated king of earth and king of
heaven. "To this end was I born."
That is what he came for, and that was
what he accomplished.

I5y the time a child reaches ten years
of age the parents begin to discover
that child's destiny ; but by the time lie
or she reaches fifteen years of age the
question is oi the child's lips: "What
am I to be? What am I going to be?
What was I made forf" It is a sensible
and righteous question, and the youth
ought to keep on asking it until it is so
fully answered that the young man or
the young woman can say with as
much truth as its author, though on a
less expansive scale, "To this end was I
born."

There is too much divine skill shown
in the physical, mental and moral con-
stitution of the ordinary human being
to suppose that he was constructed
without any divine purpose. If you
take me out on some vast plain and
show me a pillared temple surmounted
by a dome like St. Peter's, and having
a floor of precious stones, and arches
that must have taxed the brain of the
greatest draftsman to design, and
walls scrolled and niched and paneled
and wainscoted and painted, and I
sLould ask you what this building was
put up for, and you answered, "For
nothing at all." how could I believe
you.

And it is impossible for me to believe
that any ordinary human being, who
lias in his muscular, nervous and cere-
bral organization more wonders than
Christopher Yren lifted in St. Paul's
or Phidias ever chiseled on the Acropolis,
and built in such a way that it shall
last long after St. Paul's cathedral is
as much a ruin as the Parthenon that
such a being was constructed for no
purpose and to execute no mission and
"without any divine intention toward
some end. The object of this sermon
is to help you to find out what you are
made for, and help you find your
sphere, and assist you into that condi-
tion where you can say with certainty
and emphasis and enthusiasm and
triumph, "To this end was I born."
WHAT YOTT WILL NOT HAVK TO AX-SWE- li

FOK.
First, I discharge you from all re-

sponsibility for most of your environ-
ments. You are not responsible for
your parentage or grandparentage.
You are not responsible for any of
the cranks that may have lived in
your ancestral line, and who a hun-
dred years before you were born
may have lived a style of life that
more or less affects you today. You
are not responsible for the fact that
your temperament is sanguine or mel
ancholic or bilious or lymphatic or
nervous. Neither are you responsible
for the place of your nativity, whether
among the granite hills of New Eng-
land, or the cotton plantations of Lou-
isiana, or on the banks of the Clyde,
or the Dnieper, or the Shannon, or the
Seine. Neither are you responsible for
the religion taught in your father's
house or the irreligion. Do not bother
yourself about what you cannot help,
or about circumstances that you did
not decree.

Take things as they are and decide
the question so that you shall be able
safely to say, "To this end waslborn."
How will you decide it? By direct ap-
plication to the only Being in the uni-
verse who is competent to tell you
the Lord Almighty. Do you know the
reason why he is the only one who can
tell? Because he can see everything
between your cradle and your grave,
though the grave be eighty years off.
And besides that he is the only being
who can see what has been happening
for the last five hundred years in your
ancestral line, and for thousands of
years clear back to Adam, and there
is not one person in all that aicestral
line of six thousand years but has some-

how affected your character, and even
old Adam himself will sometimes turn
up in your disposition. The only Being

who can take all things that pertain to
you into consideration is God, and he
is the one you can ask. Life is so short
we have no time to experiment with
occupations and professions.

The reason we have so many dead
failures is that parents decide for
children what they shall do, or chil-
dren themselves, wrought on by some
whim or fancy, decide for themselves
without any imploration of divine
guidance. So we have now in pul-
pits yien making sermons who ought
to be in blacksmith shops making plow-
shares, and we have in the law those
who instead of ruining the cases of
their clients ought to be pounding shoe
lasts, and doctors who are the worst
hindrances to their patients' convales-
cence, and artists trying to paint land-
scapes who ought to be whitewash ina
board fences, while there are other?
making bricks who ought to be remod-
eling constitutions, or shoving planes
who ought to be transforming litera-
tures.

ASK GOD ABOUT IT.
Ask God about what worldly busi

ness you shall undertake until you are
so positive you can in earnestness smite
your hand on your plow handle, 01
your carpenter's bench, or your Black-stone'- s

"Commentaries," or your medi-
cal dicticnary, or your Dr. Dick's
"Didatie Theology," saying, "For this
end I was born." There are chil-
dren who early develop natural affini-
ties for certain styles of work. When
the father of the astronomer Forbes
was going to London he asked his chil-
dren what present he should bring
each one of them. The boy who was
to be an astronomer cried out. "Bring
me a telescope!"

And there are children whom you
find all by themselves drawing on theii
slates or on paper, ships and houses 01
birds, and you know they are to be
draftsmen or artists of some kind.
Ami you find others ciphering out diffi-
cult problems with rare interest and
success, and you know they are to be

ISt'ttiT Iit ;ai It At Any Univ.
Many a man who formerly possessed a pow-

erful physique and strong, steady nerves,
winders at his feeliiiK of weakness, dullness
exhaustion. There is an extremely nervous
condition, a dull, cloudy sensation, disagree-
able feelings in heal anj eyes, hud taste in
mouth mornings, the vision becomes dim,
memory is impaired, and there is frequent
dizziness, despondency and depression of
mind. The nerves become so weakened that
the least shock will flush the face or bring on
a trembling with palpitation.

Luckily, there is the great and wonderful
restorative, Ilr. (iiwnc'n Xervura which will
give back to the weakened and exhausted
system the strength it has lost, imparts vigor
to to brain and nerves, vitalizes and invigor-
ates the physical powers, dispels desponden- -
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cy and restores again that grand degree of
lusty strength and power which in ignorance
or folly we have exhausted. Druggists sell it,
s?1.00. Purely vegetable and harmless. Try it
a.nd you will never regret it.

"I deem it my duty to the public to state the
wonderful effects of Dr. GrvciieV Nrrvnru in
my case. My improvement has been most
gratifying, and language cannot describe the
change in my feelings and prospects. Where
all was gloom and despondency, there is
now light and hope. I gained 13 pounds, and
am still gaining. Not alone myself, bul I

know many others who can testify to the
merits of Dr. reeiie' Ncrvura.

CllARI.ES II. HoDCDON.
35 Dana Ht., Somerville, Mass."

N. B. Qjj' Dr. Greene, the successful
specialist in curing all forms of

nervous and chronic diseases,31 Temple Place,
Boston, Mass., can be consulted free, person-
ally or by letter. Call or write him about your
case, or send for symptom blank to fill out,
and a letter fully explaining your disease,
giving, ad vice, etc., will be returned free.

AH His Pills Dequeuthed to Him.
An eccentric old female of eighty-thre- e

years, who was very wealthy, has
died in Lyons leaving behind her u
peculiar last "will and testament,"
which appears to bo intended as a post-
humous joke at the expense of the
members of the medical profession.
"In grateful recognition of the intelli-
gent and devoted care of Dr. X.," so
runs a clause in the document, "who
has enabled me to attain a ripe old
age, I bequeath to him everything con-
tained in my bonheurdu jour."

After the death of the estimable tes-
tatrix the executors unlocked the ar-
ticle of furniture in question and found
in it, still unopened, sealed and corked.
all flie pilla and potions prescribed for
the deceased by Dr. X. during the past
ten years. Paris Cor. London Tele
graph.

An Oddity .Showing it Law in Opt leu.
Here is a very singular illustration of

the optical delu.sion which a change of
position will sometimes effect.

Take a row of ordinary capital let-

ters and figures.

They are such as are made up of two
parts of equal Look carefully
at these and you will perceive that the
upper halves of the characters are a
very little smaller than the lower halves

so little that an ordinary eye declares
them to be of equal size. Now turn
the paper upside down and, without
any careful looking, you will see that
this difference in size is very much ex-

aggerated; that the real top half of the
letter h very much smaller than the
bottom half. London Tit-Bit- s

ALL SORTS.
Merit may win, but it makes awfully slow

time.
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The man that keeps his mouth shut never

has to eat anv crow.
Dr. Wood's Norway Pine Syrup was used for

years as a prescription by a successful physi
cian, it is in all respects the hist cough medi-
cine made to-da- y. Sold by all dealers on a
guarantee of satisfaction.

Mamma, said Willie, open your mouth wide,
I wan't to see your voice

My Family Poctoh. Kor the last two years
has been Sulphur Hitters, and until I began
using them in my family, we had more or less
sickness, and our doctor's bil' has been very
large. Since we began their use. we have had
no doctor to pay, and three dollars invested
in Sulphur Hitters has kept health in our
family. K. Xolt, Postmaster, Waicrly, loua.

Do not imagine that the young lady means
yes when she nods after midnight.

Neuralgia is obstinate. Johnson's Anodyne
Liniment has cured many very severe cases.

A bigot is a man who is dead sure of some-
thing he doesn't know anything about,
r Queen Victoria has a remarkably line head
of hair, for a lady of her age; but her son, the
Prince of Wales, is quite bald. Had he used
Ayer's Hair Vigor earlier in life, his head
might, to-da- y, have been as well covered as
that of his royal mother. It's not too late yet.

A bonnet covered with birds does not sing,
but it makes a man whistle when the bill
comes in.

Costiveness is the caucs of the intolerable
"bad breath" of multitudes. Dr. Henry Bax
ter's Mandrake Bitters remove the cause, pre
vent the evil, and cost only 25 cents.

No, sir, said the shoe manufacturer, I can't
sell the goods at that price; I'm a shoemaker
not a freebooter.

I have not used all of one bottle yet. I suf
fered from catarrh for twelve years, experi
encing the nauseating dropping in the throat
peculiar to that disease, and nose bleed almost
daily. I tried various remedies without bene
fit until last April, when I saw Ely's Cream
Balm advertised in the Boston Budget, I pro
cured a bottle, and since the first day's use
have had no more bleeding the soreness is
entirely gone. D. O. Davidson, with the Bos
ton Budget, formerly with Boston Journal.
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morning of September 11. the risin-su-

threw an unusual and uuparal
Ieled brilliancy. It was the reflect ioi

on tiie swords and shields and h.
mets oi John SSobieski and Ins army
coining down over the hills to the res
cue, and that day not only Vienna, but
Europe, was saved. And see you not.
oh, ye souls besieged with sin and sor
row, that light breaks in, the swords,
and the shields, and the helmets of
divine rescue bathed in the rising sun
of heavenly deliverance? Let every
thing else go rather than let heaven go
What a strange thing it must be to feel
one's self born to an earthly crown.
but you have been born for a throne
on which you may reign after the last
monarch of all the earth shall have
gone to dust.

I invite you to start now for your
own coronation, to come in and take
the title deeds to your everlasting in
heritance. Through an impassioned
prayer take heaven and all of its rap
tures. What a poor farthing is all that
this world can offer you compared with
pardon here and life immortal beyond
the stars, unless this side of thorn there
be a place large enough and beautiful
enough and grand enough for all the
ransomed. Wherever it be, in what
world, whether near by or far away, in
this or some other constellation, hail
home of light and love and blessedness!
Through the atoning mercy of Christ
may we all get there 1

A Woll's Graveyard.
Living in Oakland is a five-year-o- ld

miss with a grewsome idea in regard to
playthings. In the yard of her mother's
house she has a grave which she looks
after as carefully as a mother does her
only son's last resting place. Several
weeks ago she asked her mamma if
babv dolls died and what became of
them. Being answered in the negative
she said she was sorry, as she would
like to have a "dead dollie."

Several days later she sat one of her
dolls on the sill and purposely allowed
it to fall from the window to the
ground. Poor dollie's head was cracked
by the drop of ten feet, and the five
year-oi- a immediately declared it was
dead. She then got some kitchen
utensils, and, unseen by any member
of the family, she dug a grave along-
side the fence in the shade of an old
apple tree. She made the grave about
15 by 4 inches, and the top of it about

inches above the surrounding
ground. Twice every day since then
she visits the small mound "to fix it
up." Yesterday afternoon, about the
time loving hands were placing flowers
and watering the plants on graves of
relatives in the different cemeteries in
and around the city, the little girl was
arranging flowers on the doll's grave.

Around the edge she placed "white
lady slippers," .and in the center laid a
small cross of red carnations. From a
washstand she secured an oblong piece
of white marble, which she stuck in
the ground at the head of the grave,
after vainly trying to make marks on
it giving the doll's name, age at death,
etc. She says she is going to have a
regular graveyard, and will invite other
little girls to bury their dead dolls it it.

Pittsburg Post.

Photographing Specters.
It is possible that the famous specter

of the Brocken may yet have its photo-
graph taken, and so become familiar
to thousands who have never soon the
mysterious shade itself. It is known
that the so called specter is simply the
shadow of a person standing upon the
mountain, projected upon the surround-
ing mist.

Two or three years ago Professor
Hazen, while making meteorological
observations on the summit of Mount
Washington, used to amuse himself by
causing the specters of night visitors to
the observatory to appear in the mist
enveloping the peak.

For this purpose it was only neces-
sary to so place a light as to cast the
shadow of a person upon the foggy
cloud ahead of him.

Sometimes a gigantic specter was
produced with startling distinctness,
although never any equaling the phe-
nomenon seen from the Broeken, where
the conditions are peculiarly favorable.
Recently Mr. A. W. Clayden has re-

ported to the Royal Meteorological so
ciety the results of similar experiments
made by him in the London fog of last
February. He succeeded in raising his
own specter by placing a lime light be-

hind his head. Then he photographed
the specter. Youth's Companion.

A Hoodoo Steed.
Leadville owns a horse that rides to

death. About three months ago the
animal kicked a boy to death in a sta-
ble. The horse was not used again for
two weeks, and when taken out of the
stable was ridden by a policeman who
was in charge of a crowd of voters.
While attempting to arrest a man the
officer was instantly killed by a bullet
fired by his prisoner, Last week the
horse was sold to a man named Delck-er- .

When he drove it for the first time
the animal ran away, smashing up
everything, and Delcker died from his
injuries. It is likely the horse will be
shot. Cor. St. Louis Republic.

Colonel North, who is known as the
"Nitrate King," once gave 5,000 as a
tip to a waiter in a London hotel.

The Minister on the Farm.
Amid the roughest rural scenes

would I have every American pastor
spend his summer, all through until the
month of September. Congregations
would be advantaged by it if for a few
weeks of every year they would allow
their pastors a little farm life. Three
weeks at a fashionable watering place
will not do the work. There is not
enough salts and sulphur in all the
springs to overcome the tight shoes,
and the uncomfortable gloves, and the
late hours, and the high living, and the
dresses economical at the neck. Rather
turn us out to physical work.

A sharp hoe will hack to pieces all
your dyspepsia. A pruning knife will
cut off the excressences of your disposi-
tion. The dash of the shower that
wets you to the skin will cool your
spirit for ecclesiastical strife. Daily
swinging of the ax will tone up your
nerves. Tramping down the hay as it
is tossed into the mow will tread into
forgetfulness your little perplexities. In
the wake of the plow you may pick up
strength with which to battle public
iniquity. Neighbors looking over the
fence may think we are only weeding
canteloupes, or splitting rails, or husk
ing corn, when we are rebuilding our
strength, enkindling our spirits, purify-
ing our theology, and blessing our
souls. Dr. Tannage in Ladies' Home
Journal.

In England there are on an average
5.38 persons to every inhabited house.

An Immense Shaving.
In the collection of curiosities at

Woolwich arsenal, where the great
English guns are made, is probably the
largest steel shaving in the world. It
was the result of an accident. A work- -

.i i r I 1 1.man wno nao ciiarge oi a muie on
which a sixty pounder was being turned
left his post for some time, and on his
return he found that a shaving over
seventy feet in length had been turned
from the gun's jacket in his absence.
It was subsequently tied into a huge
Turk's head knot, painted red, white
and blue and placed among the curi-

osity collection. New York Recorder.

j others are always swapping jack knives
or balls or bats and making somethina
by the bargain, and they are going tc
be merchants. When Abbe de Ranee
had so advanced in studying Greek that
he could translate Anacreon at twelve
years of age, there was no doubt left
that he was intended for a scholar.
i5ut in almost every laa tnere comes a
time when he does not know what he
was made for, and his parents do not
know, and it is a crisis that God only
can decide.

Then there are those born for some
especial work, and their fitness does
not develop until quite late. When
Philip Doddridge, whose sermons and
books have harvested uncounted souls
for glory, began to study the ministry,
Dr. Calamy, one of the wisest and best
men, advised him to turn his thoughts
to some other work. Isaac Barrow,
the eminent clergyman and Chris." rui
scientist. his books standard now
though he has been dead over two hun-
dred years was the disheartenment ol
his father, who used to say that if it
pleased God to take any of his children
away he hoped it would be his son
Isaac. So some of those who have
been characterized for their stupidity
in boyhood or girlhood have turned
out the mightiest benefactors or bene-
factresses of the human race.

These things being so, am I not right
in saying that in many cases God only
knows what is the most appropriate
thing for you to do, and he is the one
to ask. And let all parents, and all
schools, and all universities, and all
colleges recognize this, and a large
number of those who spent their best
years in stumbling about among busi-
nesses and occupations, now trying
this and now trying that, and failing
in all, would be able to go ahead with
a definite, decided and tremendous
purpose, saying, "To this end was J
born."

WHAT YOU WERK MADE FOR.
But my subject now mounts into the

momentous. Let me say that you are
made for usefulness and heaven. I
judge this from the Avay you are built.
You go into a shop where there is only
one wheel turning, and that by a work-
man's foot on a treadle, and you say to
yourself, "Here is something good being
done, yet on a small scale ;" but if you
go into a factory covering many acres,
and you find thousands of bands pull-
ing on thousands of wheels, and shut-
tles flying, and the whole scene be-
wildering with activities, driven by
water or steam or electric power, you
conclude that the factory was put up
to do great wrork and on a vast scale.

Now, I look at you, and if I should
find that you had only one faculty of
body, only one muscle, only one nerve,
if you could see but could not hear, or
could hear and not see, if you had the
use of only one foot or one hand, and,
as to your higher nature, if you had
only one mental faculty, and you had
memory but no judgment, or judgment
but no will, and if you had a soul with
onlyT one capacity', I would say not
much is expected of yTou.

But stand up, O man, and let mo
lock you squarely in the face. Eyea
capable of seeing everything. Ears
capable of hearing everything. Hands
capable of grasping everything. Mind
with more wheels than any factory
ever turned, more power than Corliss'
engine ever moved. A soul that will
outlive all the universe except heaven,
and would outlive all heaven if the life
of other immortals were a moment
short of the eternal. Now, what has
the world a right to expect of you?

What has God a right to demand of
you? God is the greatest of economists
in the universe, and he makes nothing
uselessly, and for what purpose did he
build your body, mind and soul as they
are built ?

There are only two beings in the uni- -

vers wno can answer that question.
The angels do not know. The schools
do not know. Your kindred cannot
certainly know. God knows and you

ight to know. A factory running at
an expense of $500,000 a year and
turning out goods worth seventy cents
a year would not De sucli an incon
gruity as you, O man, with such semi-infinit- e

equipment doing nothing or
next to nothing in the way of useful-
ness. "What shall I do?" you ask.
My brethren, my sisters, do not ask me.
Ask God. There's some path of Chris-
tian usefulness open. It may be a rough
path or it may be a smooth path, a long
path or a short path. It may be on a
mount of conspicuity or in a valleyr un-

observed, but it is a path on which you
can start with such faith and such sat-
isfaction and such certainty that you
can cry out in the face of earth and
hell and heaven, "To this end was I
born."

Do not wait for extraordinary quali
fications. Philip the Conqueror gained
his greatest victories seated on a mule,
and if you wait for some caparisoned
Bucephalus to ride into the conflict you
will never get into the world wide fight
at all. Samson slew the Lord's enemies
with the jawbone of the stupidest beast
created. Shamgar slew six hundred of
the Lord's enemies with an ox goad.
Under God, spittle cured the blind
man's eyes in the New Testament story.
Take all the faculty you have and say :

"O Lord! Here is what I have, show
me the field and back me up by om-
nipotent power. Anywhere, anyhow,
any time for God."

"WORU3 OP SALVATION.
Two men riding on horseback came

to a trough to water the horses. While
the horses were drinking, one of the
men said to the other a few words
about the value of the soul, and then
they rode away, and in opposite direc-
tions. But the words uttered were the
salvation of the one to whom they
were uttered, and he became the Rev.
Mr. Champion, one of the most distin
guished missionaries in heathen lands,
for years wondering who did for him
the Christian kindness, and not finding
out until, in a bundle of books sent
him to Africa, he found the biography of
Brainerd Taylor and a picture of him,
and the missionary recognized the face
in that book as the man who, at the
watering trough for horses, had said
the thing that saved his soul. What
opportunities you have had in the past.
What opportunities you have now.
What opportunties vou will have in
the days to come.

Put on your hat, O woman, this
afternoon, and go in and comfort that
young mother who lost her babe last
summer. Put on your hat, O man,
and so over and see that merchant
who was compelled yesterday to make
an assignment and tell him of the ever
lasting riches remaining for all those
who serve the Lord. Can you sing?
Go and sing for that man who cannot
get well, and you will help him into
heaven. Let it be your brain, your
tongue, your eyes, your ears, your
heart, your lungs, your hands, your
feet, your body, your mind, your soul,
your life, your death, your time, your
eternity for God, feeling in your soul
"To this end was I born."

It may be helpful to some if I recite
my own experience in this regard. I
started for the law without asking any
divine direction. I consulted my own
tastes. I liked lawyers and courtrooms
and judges and juries, and I reveled in
hearing the Frelinghuysens and the
Bradleys of the New Jersey bar, and as
assistant of the county clerk, at sixteen
years of age, I searched titles, natural-
ized foreigners, recorded deeds, re-

ceived the confession of judgments,
swore witnesses and juries and grand

self, "If I have an especial work to do
in the world I ought to find it out
now," and with that determination I
prayed as I had never before prayed,
and got the divine direction and wrote
it down in my memorandum book, and
I saw my lifework then as plainly as I
see it now. Oh, do not be satisfied
with general directions. Get specific
directions. Do not shoot at random.
Take aim and fire. Concentrate. Na-
poleon's success in battle came from
his theory of breaking through the
enemy's ranks at one point, not trying
to meet the whole line of the enemy's
force by a similar force.

One reason why he lost Waterloo
was because he did not work his usual
theory and spread his force out over a
wide range. Oh, Christian man, oh,
Christian woman, break through some-
where. Not a general engagement for
God, but a particular engagement, and
made in answer to prayrer. If there are
sixteen hundred million people in the
world, then there are sixteen hundred
million different missions to fulfill, dif-

ferent styles of work to do, different
orbits in which to revolve, and if you
do not get the divine direction there
are at least fifteen hundred and ninetyr-nin- e

million possibilities that jtou will
make a mistake. On your knees be
fore God get the matter settled, so that
you can firmly say, "To this end was
born."

THE CLIMACTERIC CONSIDERATION.
And now I come to the climacteric

consideration. As near as I can tell,
you were built for a happy eternity, all
the disasters which have happened to
your nature to be overcome by the
blood of the Lamb if you will heartily
accept that Christly arrangement. We
are all rejoiced at the increase in hu
man longevity. People live, as near
as I can observe, about ten years longer
than they used to. The modern doc-
tors do not bleed their patients on all
occasions as did the former doctors. In
those timee, if a man had fever they
bled him, if he had consumption they
bled him, if he had rheumatism they
bled him, and if they could not make
out exactly what was the matter they
bled him. Olden time phlebotomy was
death's coadjutor.

All this has changed. From the way
I see people skipping about at eighty
years of age I conclude that life insur-
ance companies will have to change
their table of risks and charge a man
no more premium at seventy than they
used to do when he was sixty, and no
more premium at fifty than Avhen he
was forty. By the advancement of
medical science and the wider acquaint
ance with the laws of health, and the
fact that people know better how to
take care of themselves, human life is
prolonged. But do you realize what,
after all, is the brevity of our earthly
state? In the times when people lived
seven and eight hundred years, the
patriarch Jacob said that his years
were few.

Looking at the life of the youngest
person in this assembly, and supposing
he lived to be a nonagenarian, how-shor- t

the time and soon gone, while
banked up in front of us is an eternity
so vast that arithmetic has not figures
enough to express it3 length or breadth
or depth or height. For a happy eter-
nity you were born unless you run
yourself against the divine intentions.
If, standing in your presence, my eye
should fall upon the feeblest soul here
as that soul will appear when the
workl lets it up, and heaven entrances
it, I suppose I would be so overpowered
that I should drop down as one dead.

You have examined the family Bible
and explored the family records, and
you may have daguerreotypes of some
of the kindred of previous generations,
you have had photographs taken of
what you were in boyhood or girlhood,
and what you were ten years later, and
it is very interesting to any one to be
able to look back upon pictures of what
he was ten or twenty or thirty years
ago; but have you ever had a picture
taken of what you may be and what
you will be if you seek after God and
feel the Spirit's regenerating power?
Where shall I plant the camera to take
the picture? I plant it on this plat
form. I direct it toward you. Sit still
or stand still while I take the picture.

A AVOXDEUFUIi PICTURE.
It shall be an instantaneous picture.

There! I have it. It is done. You
can see the picture in its imperfect
state and get some idea of what it will
be when thoroughly developed. There
is your resurrected body, so brilliant
that the noonday sun is a patch of mid-
night compared with it. There is your
soul, so pure that all the forces of di-
abolism could not spot it with an im-

perfection. There is your being, so
mighty and so swift that flight from
heaven to Mercury or Mars or Jupiter
and back again to heaven would not
weary you, and a world on each shoul-
der would not crush you. An eye that
shall never shed a tear. An energy
that shall never feel a fatigue. A brow
that shall never throb with pain. You
are young again, though you died of
decrepitude. You are well again,
though you coughed or shivered your-
self into the tomb. Your everyday as-

sociates are the apostles and prophets
and martyrs and most exalted souls,
masculine and feminine, of all the cen-
turies. The archangel to you no em-
barrassment. God himself your pres-se- nt

and everlasting joy. That is an
instantaneous picture of what you may
be, and what I am sure some of you
will be. If yrou realize that it is an im-
perfect picture my apology is what the
apostle John said, "It doth not yet ap-
pear what we shall be," "To this end
was I born." If I did not think so I
would be overwhelmed with melan-
choly.

The world does very well for a little
while eighty or a hundred or a hun-
dred and fifty years and I think that
human longevity may yet be improved
up to that prolongation ; for now there
is so little room between our cradle and
our grave we cannot accomplish much.
But who would want to dwell in this
world for all eternity ? Some think this
earth will finally be turned into a
heaven. Perhaps itfmay, but it would
have to undergo radical repairs, and
through eliminations and evolutions
and revolutions and transformations
infinite to make it desirable for eternal
residence.

All the east winds would have to be-

come west winds, and all the winters
changed to springtides, and the volca-
noes extinguished, and the oceans
chained to their beds, and the epidem-
ics forbidden entrance, and the world
so fixed up that I think it would take
more to repair this old world than to
make an entirely new one. But I must
say I do not care where heaven is if we
can only get there, whether a garden-ize- d

America or an emparadised Eu-
rope, or a world central to the whole
universe. '"To this end was I born."
If each one of us could say that, we
would go with faces shining and hopes
exhilarant amid earth's worst misfor
tunes and trials. Only a little while
and then the rapture. Only a little
while and then the reunion. Only a
little while and then the transfigura-
tion.

LOSE EVERYTHING FOR HEAVEN.
In the Seventeenth century all Eu-

rope was threatened with a wave of

Asiatic barbarism and Vienna was es-

pecially besieged. The king and his
court had fled, and nothing could save
the city from being overwhelmed unless
the king of Poland, John Sobieski, to
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